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Jonas Van Holanda is the winner of the 2022 Helvetia Art Prize 
 
The 2022 Helvetia Art Prize goes to Jonas Van Holanda (*1989). The winner 
holds a Bachelor's degree in Visual Arts from Geneva University of Art and De-
sign (HEAD Genève). The Helvetia Art Prize is an award for young artists and 
includes prize money of 15,000 francs and the possibility to stage a solo exhi-
bition at LISTE Art Fair Basel. 
 
Jonas Van Holanda (*1989) is the winner of the 2022 Helvetia Art Prize. The winner holds a 
Bachelor's degree from Geneva University of Art and Design (HEAD). Born in Brazil, the artist 
creates immersive installations that frequently incorporate videos and their own texts. Their artis-
tic research moves between concise content und poetic narration, dealing in-depth with subjects 
such as language, ecology and sub-areas of quantum physics, which they then consciously rein-
terpret in ephemeral works and enhance with intimate fictional texts. 
 
In their most recent audio-visual installation, "Moving Towards Us" (2022), currently part of the 
Plattform22 exhibition at Kunsthalle Palazzo in Liestal, the artist takes their first look at the physi-
cal and philosophical concept of negative entropy. Within this ongoing research project they 
take a closer look at the possibilities of physical transformation. The work combines video, pro-
jection, sound and text to explore the body beyond its physical manifestation as a sensory and 
temporal experience.  
 
Assuming there is no measurable maximum speed, every visual phenomenon could happen at 
an infinite speed. Our understanding of space, time and existence would dissipate, a body 
could suddenly disappear or be replaced by another. With this scenario, Jonas Van Holanda 
mobilizes our perception in their work: "Moving Towards Us" (2022) reveals moments of trans-
formation that are rooted in the trans artist's own reality and identity. The spherical sounds that 
fill the small exhibition space at Liestal's Kunsthalle demonstrate an intense devotion to vibra-
tions and the principle of negative entropy. With the idea of transforming flesh into sound, the 
artist addresses the consequences of both their hormonal and spiritual transition. The jury was 
impressed by the refreshing way in which Jonas Van Holanda handles an extremely complex 
subject, managing to open up the space for a societal utopia by means of quantum physics, 
while respecting the softness of a poetic space. 
 
This year's Helvetia Art Prize jury comprises Michael Babics and Olivia Jenni (management 
team at Kunsthalle Palazzo, Liestal), Kathleen Bühler (Head Curator at the Museum of Fine Arts 



 

 
 

Bern), Julian Denzler (Curator at the Museum zu Allerheiligen Schaffhausen), Joanna Kamm (Di-
rector of the LISTE Art Fair Basel) and Nathalie Loch (Curator of Helvetia's Art Department). 
 
Start-up assistance as part of cultural commitment 
With the Art Prize, Helvetia Insurance supports young artists at the beginning of their career. 
The Helvetia Art Prize is aimed at the graduates of Swiss universities of applied sciences in the 
field of fine arts and media art. The prize is a double form of assistance: On the one hand, Jo-
nas Van Holanda receives prize money of 15,000 francs, and, on the other hand, the oppor-
tunity to present his work to an international specialist audience and the general public with a 
solo exhibition at the LISTE Art Fair Basel 2023. Since being founded in 1996, the LISTE has 
been committed to actively promoting galleries and artists in the young and middle generations. 
 
The Helvetia Art Prize is a key aspect of the international insurance group's commitment to art. 
The prize has been awarded each year since 2004. Initially known as the Nationale Suisse Art 
Prize, it has been named the Helvetia Art Prize since the merger of Helvetia and Nationale 
Suisse. Helvetia, which also insures art, has one of the most important collections of contempo-
rary Swiss art, stretching back more than 70 years. The collection focuses on paintings, draw-
ings and photography. Since 2015 Helvetia has had its own, publicly accessible display space 
in the form of the Helvetia Art Foyer at its head office in Basel. Here, thematic exhibitions featur-
ing works from its own collection or solo presentations by artists are staged. 
 
 
The installation "Moving Towards Us" (2022) by Jonas Van Holanda can be 
seen as part of the Plattform22 exhibition at Kunsthalle Palazzo in Liestal until 
26 June 2022. 
 
 
Plattform22 
7 May – 26 June 2022 
 
Opening hours: 
Wed – Fri: 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Sat / Sun: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 
Kunsthalle Palazzo 
Poststrasse 2 
P.O. Box 277 
CH-4410 Liestal 
www.palazzo.ch  
www.plattformplattform.ch  
 
 

http://www.palazzo.ch/
http://www.plattformplattform.ch/


 

 
 

Caption: "Moving Towards Us" (2022) by Jonas Van Holanda (*1989), winner of the Helvetia 
Art Prize 2022. View of installation, Plattform22, Kunsthalle Palazzo, Liestal. Photo: © Guada-
lupe Ruiz 
 
 
This media release is also available on our website www.helvetia.ch/media. 
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About the Helvetia Group  
Helvetia Group, with its headquarters in St. Gallen, has grown since 1858 to become a suc-
cessful insurance group with over 12,000 employees and more than 7 million customers. It has 
been enabling its customers to seize opportunities and minimise risks for all that time – Helvetia 
is there for them when it matters. Helvetia is the best partner and is present everywhere that pro-
tection needs arise, with insurance, pension and investment solutions from a single source as 
well as simple products and processes. The insurance group knows the business, from mobile 
phone insurance and insurance cover for the Gotthard Base Tunnel to the long-term investment 
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of customer assets. Helvetia develops and opens up new business models with enthusiasm and 
drives forward its own business in a powerful and future-oriented manner. It acts with foresight 
and responsibility in everything it does: for the benefit of its shareholders, customers and em-
ployees as well as its partners, society and the environment. 
Helvetia is the leading all-lines insurer in Switzerland. In the Europe segment comprising Ger-
many, Italy, Austria and Spain, the company has firmly rooted market positions for generating 
above-average growth. In the Specialty Markets segment, Helvetia offers tailored special insur-
ance and reinsurance cover worldwide. With a business volume of CHF 11.22 billion, Helvetia 
generated IFRS net income after tax of CHF 519.8 million in the 2021 financial year. The 
shares of Helvetia Holding AG are traded on SIX Swiss Exchange. 
 
Cautionary note 
This document was prepared by Helvetia Group and may not be copied, altered, offered, sold 
or otherwise distributed to any other person by any recipient without the consent of Helvetia 
Group. The German version of this document is decisive and binding. Versions of the document 
in other languages are made available purely for information purposes. Although all reasonable 
effort has been made to ensure that the facts stated herein are correct and the opinions con-
tained herein are fair and reasonable, where any information and statistics are quoted from any 
external source such information or statistics should not be interpreted as having been adopted 
or endorsed as accurate by Helvetia Group. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, of-
ficers, employees and advisors nor any other person shall have any liability whatsoever for loss 
howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this information. The facts and infor-
mation contained in this document are as up to date as is reasonably possible but may be sub-
ject to revision in the future. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, officers, employees 
or advisors nor any other person makes any representation or warranty, express or implied, as 
to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this document. 
This document may contain projections or other forward-looking statements related to Helvetia 
Group which by their very nature involve inherent risks and uncertainties, both general and spe-
cific, and there is a risk that predictions, forecasts, projections and other outcomes described or 
implied in forward-looking statements will not be achieved. We caution you that a number of 
important factors could cause results to differ materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, 
estimates and intentions expressed in such forward-looking statements. These factors include: (1) 
changes in general economic conditions, in particular in the markets in which we operate; (2) 
the performance of financial markets; (3) changes in interest rates; (4) changes in currency ex-
change rates; (5) changes in laws and regulations, including accounting policies or practices; 
(6) risks associated with implementing our business strategies; (7) the frequency, magnitude and 
general development of insured events; (8) mortality and morbidity rates; (9) policy renewal and 
lapse rates as well as (10), the realisation of economies of scale as well as synergies. We cau-
tion you that the foregoing list of important factors is not exhaustive; when evaluating forward-
looking statements, you should carefully consider the foregoing factors and other uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements are based on information available to Helvetia Group on the 
date of its publication and Helvetia Group assumes no obligation to update such statements un-
less otherwise required by applicable law. 
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